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Dear St. Anthony School Parents, 
 
First, let me start by thanking you for your support and understanding as we, a nation and 
community, responded to the unexpected invasion of COVID-19 in March. I am very proud of the 
way our SAS students, parents, employees, and community handled the demands to protect 
everyone as we continued to educate our students during the most unusual of circumstances. Thank 
you for your patience and understanding as we prepare plans for reopening our school. There is no 
one answer for what the remainder of the school year will look like, but it will be different from the 
2019 school year.  
 
Our plans for reopening school are built upon the core principle to provide an excellent Catholic 
faith-based learning experience with an emphasis on academics, personal and social-emotional 
health in a safe and nurturing environment that supports the values of our school. 
 
The administrative team has worked on our school reopening based on the document “Starting the 
School Year Smart” provided to us from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles Department of Catholic 
Schools. St. Anthony School plans to reopen with full-day instruction from TK through 5th grade and 
extended care. It is our goal to provide for you a document that will detail what our reopening will 
look like for our school. Our plan is subject to change based on future conditions or 
recommendations and requirements put in place by state and local health agencies and in 
consultation and approval from the Archdiocese of Los Angeles Department of Catholic Schools. 
 
Again, we thank you for your patience and understanding during these challenging times. Please 
be assured despite all the changes we are compelled to provide a safe environment for our students, 
faculty, staff, and parents.  We look forward to seeing all our students in the fall. 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Dn. Henry Barajas 
Principal 
 

St. Anthony School 
 
2421 South C Street • Oxnard, CA 93033 • 805-487-5317 • Fax 805- 486-1537                       
www. sasoxnard.org 
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Overview 
We plan to reopen our school with a full-day instructional program for Transitional 

Kindergarten through 5th Grade and extended care. Our Junior High program will remain 

in Distance Learning until further notice. With that in mind, the key components of the 

reopening school plans address the health and safety of our students, teachers, and staff 

at school. It is every person’s responsibility to help us keep our school community safe. 

 

These are plans as of September 30, 2020. As this is a fluid situation, we will continue to 

update you as we approach the opening of school. You will be informed about protocols 

(e.g. revised drop off and pick up procedures) prior to the start of school. 

 

1. General Measures 

2. Promoting a Healthy School Environment 

A. Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting Measures 

B. Health and Safety 

C. Healthy Hygiene Practices 

D. Protective Equipment 

E. Physical Distancing 

3. Academics 

A. Classroom Environment 

B. Tiger Time 

4. Continuity of Education 

A. Bridging the classroom and Home - Learning Management System 

B. Absences Due to Illness Distance Learning 

C. School Closure Distance Learning 

5. Promoting Student and Staff Emotional Health 

6. Catholic Identity 

7. Communications 



3 
 

1. General Measures: 
 

The following provides a snapshot of changes that will be implemented to 

improve the overall safety and well-being of our students and staff. 

 

● Access to school building and campus limited to students, staff, authorized guests, 
and volunteers 

● Daily health screenings and temperature checks 

● Use of cloth face masks by all members of the school community (including 
parents in the drop off and pick up lines) as well as desk shields 

● Parents practice social distancing when at school 

● Limit shared objects and materials used at school 

● Prohibit use of drinking fountains  

● Encourage students and staff to bring water in reusable containers 

● Water bottles must go home daily to be cleaned 

● Student belongings kept separated 

● Student belongings sent home each day to be cleaned 

● Windows kept open when practical 

● Per Diocesan instructions, all student field trips, and travel are cancelled until 

further notice 

● Lunch food program workers follow safety guidelines for food packaging and 

distribution 

 

2. Promoting a Healthy School Environment: 
 

A. Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting Measures: Our facilities team in 

conjunction with our faculty will implement all-new cleaning protocols daily. 

● Routine cleaning and disinfecting frequently touched surfaces within school 
building throughout the day 

● Regular disinfecting of playground equipment 

● Thorough cleaning and sanitizing when the school closes 

● Protocol for intensive cleaning and disinfecting if the school needs to be closed 
temporarily 

● Cleaning regimen to use EPA approved cleaning and disinfecting products and 
equipment for use against viral pathogens including COVID-19 
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● Procedure for intensive cleaning and sanitizing if the school is closed 
temporarily 

○ Closing of entire school campus for at least 24 hours prior to intensive 
cleaning and sanitizing 

○ Consultation with Ventura County Department of Health if a school-wide 
closure and cleaning is required. 

 
B. Health and Safety 

 

● Parents screen students before leaving for school. Students should stay at home 
if any of the following symptoms are displayed: a temperature 99.5 or higher, 
substantial congestion (not caused by allergies), cough, sore throat, nausea, 
stomach ache, ear ache; symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or if they have had 
close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 within the past 14 days 

● Students and staff temperatures screened daily prior to entering school. 
No-touch thermometers used to ensure temperature below 99.5 without the use 
of fever reducing medication 

● Students and staff who are ill upon arrival at school will be sent home. If they cannot 
be picked up right away, they will be sent to our COVID room where they will be 
monitored. The room will be immediately be sanitized and not used for 24 hours 
after student departs. 

● Students and staff do not return to school until symptom free without medication 
for a minimum of 24 hours 

● Students’ temperatures screened periodically during the day 

● Temperature check all visitors and guests who enter the school building to ensure 
temperature does not exceed 99.5 

● Students and staff are required to stay home when ill till all symptoms have subsided 

● Action plan for handling confirmed cases of COVID-19 that have entered the 
school 

● Protocol for staff/student/parent/guardian to self-report to the school if they have 
tested positive or were exposed to someone with COVID-19 within the last 14 
days or cleared by a doctor, while maintaining confidentiality  

● Teachers and staff will be tested for COVID-19 every two months 
● When a student or staff exhibits COVID 19 symptoms, the student or staff 

member will be sent home and testing will be recommended 
● School employees and students who need testing should either go to their health 

care provider or state operated community testing site. 
● The State of California requires all health plans to pay for COVID 19 testing for 

all essential workers. 
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C. Healthy Hygiene Practices 
 

 
● Students will be taught proper hand washing techniques with daily routines, 

before and after eating, after being outside, after using the restroom, after 
coughing or sneezing, and before and after handling a shared item 

● Official posters are posted throughout the school for COVID safety requirements 
● Students will wash hands when arriving at school, after sneezing or coughing, 

before and after eating, using the restroom, and leaving for the day 
● Daily routines enabling students and staff to regularly wash hands and use hand 

sanitizer 
● Practices that ensure personal health and safety including handwashing 

techniques, avoiding contact with one’s eyes, nose, and mouth, and covering 
coughs and sneezes 

● Hand sanitizer stations (with CDC recommended sanitizer) in every classroom, 
library, and every entrance to the school 

● Adequate supplies on hand to support healthy hygiene behaviors, including 
soap, tissues, face coverings and hand sanitizer with at least 60% ethyl alcohol 
for staff and students 

 

D. Protective Equipment 

 

● Students are required to wear face mask upon entering the classroom and 
then are always to put on face shield provided by the school or leave face 
mask. Face coverings are particularly helpful when physical distancing is 
not feasible. 

● Desk shields will be provided for every student as extra precaution. 
● Per the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, staff are required to wear face mask or 

shield when in the presence of other staff, students, parents, or volunteers. 
Exception for those who are unable to wear a face covering for medical reasons 

● Guests and visitors who enter the school building are required to wear a face 
covering. 

● Parents of children who wear a face covering are responsible for teaching their 
children how to properly wear and care for their face covering during the school 
day.
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E. Physical Distancing 
 

 

To the extent possible, we will practice physical distancing in classrooms, hallways, and 

bathrooms, on the playground during recess/lunch and during drop off/pick up. To 

promote physical distancing, the following measures will be taken: 

 

● Teaching physical distancing practices 
● Maximizing space between student desks as much as possible 
● Facing student desks forward - reduce extra items from the classroom to allow 

for more space 
● Avoiding congestion when students use bathrooms 
● Designating hallway patterns throughout the school to avoid congestion (i.e., 

one-way hallways, designated entry and exit points, etc.) 
● Staggering arrival/recess/lunch/afterschool pick up and designating play areas by 

grade.  
● After school pick up parents will remain in their vehicle  and students will be called  

from their classroom to the car 
● Limiting the number of students sitting at each lunch table 
● Repurposing communal spaces as needed  
● Limiting direct contact during drop-off and pick-up procedures 
● Promoting physical distancing in the office area 

 

3. Academics: 
 

Our primary objective is to provide a learning rich environment grounded in our 

Catholic faith to all students. Our highly trained faculty is ready and prepared to 

provide a quality education that facilitates mastery of all California and 

Archdiocesan Content Standards. The team is also ready and prepared to provide 

both asynchronous (recorded) and synchronous (live) learning should it be 

required in the event of a school closure. 

 

A. Classrooms 
 

To the extent possible, we will minimize mixing students in classrooms, hallways, and 

bathrooms, on the playground during recess/lunch and during drop off/pick up. To 

minimize mixing, the following measures will be taken: 
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● TK, Kinder:  Self-contained Cohort 1 
 

○ Students remain with their homeroom teacher in a self-contained class 
approximately 23 to 1  

○ Minimize sharing materials and supplies 
○ Materials stay with students or in their classroom 
○ Limit parents, guests, and visitors to the classroom 
○ Student field trips and travel are cancelled for the foreseeable future 
○ Sign-in and sign-out outside the classroom for preschool (in the play yard) 
○ Preschool follows state licensing and CDC guidelines 
○ Recess/lunch schedules will be staggered throughout the day to help keep 

distancing and gathering of students. 

 

● 1st – 3rd Grades:  Self-contained Cohort 2 
 

○ Students remain with their homeroom teacher in a self-contained class 
approximately 23 to 1  

○ Extracurricular activities will be held in classroom 
○ Minimize sharing materials and supplies 
○ Materials stay with students or in their classroom 
○ Limit parents, guests, and visitors to the classroom 
○ Student field trips and travel are cancelled for the foreseeable future 
○ Recess/lunch schedules will be staggered throughout the day to help keep 

distancing and gathering of students. 
 

● Grades 4-5:  Self-contained Cohort 3 
 

○ Students remain with their homeroom teacher in a self-contained class 
approximately 23 to 1  

○ Individually assigned school-issued devices remain with students 24/7 
○ Extracurricular activities will be held in classroom 

○ Minimize sharing materials and supplies 
○ Limit the number of parents, guests, and volunteers in the classroom 
○ Students go outside with classmates for recess and lunch in designated 

areas 

○ Materials stay with students or in their homeroom.  

○ Student field trips and travel are cancelled for the foreseeable future 
○ Recess/lunch will be staggered through the school day 
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● Grades 6 - 8:  Departmentalized Cohort 4 (Not part of waiver process 
currently) 
 

○ Teachers will change classrooms according to individual schedules 
○ Block schedule implemented to reduce the number of daily class changes 
○ Students go outside with classmates for recess and lunch in designated 

grade level areas 

○ Minimize sharing materials and supplies 
○ Individually assigned school-issued devices remain with students 24/7 
○ Materials/supplies stay with students or in their homeroom.  

○ Limit the number of parents, guests, and volunteers in the classroom 

○ Student field trips and travel cancelled for the foreseeable future 
○ Recess/lunch will be staggered through the school day 

 

 

B. Tiger Time (Extended Care) 

 

○  Students will be signed into Tiger Time by cohort group and will remain in 
their designated areas 

○ Limited activities will be provided by the Extended day staff 

○ If at all feasible, parents are encouraged to pick their children up at the 
conclusion of the academic day 

○ Afterschool activities will be canceled until further notice 

○ Afterschool sports will be canceled until further notice 

○ Extended Day will close at 5:00pm until further notice 
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4. Continuity of Education: 
 

A key component of our reopening school plan is to prepare contingency plans 

should there be a need to implement a distance learning program due to 

extended absences or a mandatory school-wide closure. The primary means of 

maintaining continuity of learning between school and home is our Learning 

Management System. 

 

A. Bridging the Classroom and Home - Learning Management System 
 

A Learning Management System platform through which the delivery of instruction, 

workflow, communication, and collaboration takes place through various platforms such 

as Seesaw, Go Formative, Zoom etc. These platforms support in-school classroom 

instruction and provides a means for maintaining continuity should the school be required 

to close and move to distance learning. The school has invested in these platforms so 

that it be integrated into daily classroom instruction, supports student learning.  

• single sign-on 

• consistent platform Tk - 8th 

• clear workflow system for student-teacher feedback 

• completing and turning in assignments 

• access to frequently used educational tools 

• live instruction video capabilities 

• school wide communications 
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B. Absence Due to Illness Distance Learning 

 

 
We understand that at any given time a student may be required to stay at home to 

recover from illness. The learning plan for these students is to provide continuity between 

in-class and distance learning on a short-term basis (two weeks or less) to minimize the 

disruption to learning. This plan is not meant as a replacement for in-class instruction; 

individual live instruction is not available due to teacher instructional schedules. Students 

who are home due to illness or quarantine will be able to access daily lessons, 

assignments, hand-outs, and resources via Gradelink. Parents and students can keep up 

with assigned work and follow along with the pace of the class; Gradelink should be 

checked daily. Students are encouraged to keep in contact with their teachers via email. 

 
C. School Closure Distance Learning 

 

 

The distance learning program is necessary if the stay-at-home order is reinstated or 

for an intermittent closure for cleaning. Distance learning can occur asynchronously 

(recorded) or synchronously (live). Asynchronous learning is when instruction and 

learning do not happen at the same time for all students. The teacher provides 

instruction (pre-recorded videos), resources and tasks in Gradelink. Students access 

learning at a time that works for them and their families. Synchronous learning is an 

approach where students and teachers are engaged online and learning at the same 

time. This occurs through videoconferencing integrated into Gradelink. Expectations 

will be clearly defined for students, parents, and teachers. Specific models of 

consistent learning experiences for each grade level, such as the time spent in 

teacher instruction and independent student work time will be shared once school 

resumes. 

• Any decisions regarding school closures or cohort quarantining will be made in direct 
consultation with the Archdiocese of Los Angeles and the Ventura County 
Department of Health.  

• A campus positivity rate at or above 5% over a 14 day period would trigger a full 
campus closure. Although tracked separately, this benchmark will include students 
and staff 

• In the event that the Archdiocese of Los Angeles or the Ventura County Department 
of Health mandates the closure of school campuses, a distance learning plan would 
take effect.  



11 
 

• In the event that the campus is required to close for several days for a deep cleaning 
and sanitizing, a distance learning plan would take effect.  

• In the event that a cohort is moved to quarantine, a distance learning plan would take 
effect.  

• Learning can occur asynchronously (recorded) or synchronously (live)  
• Distance learning would be a combination of both models. Asynchronous lessons 

may include pre recorded materials or other resources students can work on and view 
at their own pace. Synchronous lessons may include live sessions with teachers via 
a platform such as Zoom 

• The remote learning schedule and approach in place at the beginning of the 
academic year would go into effect for a school-wide closure. 
 

 

5. Promote Student/Staff Social-Emotional Health 
 

We understand the importance of establishing a positive, safe, and supportive learning 

environment as our students navigate the unprecedented challenges due to the 

disruptions caused by the pandemic. We are committed to helping our students by 

infusing social and emotional support into our students' experience at school. 

 

a. Opportunities for students to interact with their classmates, teachers, and 

staff in the classroom as well as during recess and lunch 

b. We hope to provide after school activities to the extent possible (sports, choir 

etc) 

 

6. Catholic Identity  
 

 

• Monday morning assembly is cancelled until further notice 

• Daily morning and closing prayer over the PA System 

• Angelus prayed at noon daily 

• Thursday Mass via zoom. Communion distributed after mass in the classroom. 
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7. Communications 
 

We are committed to ongoing, timely, and informative communication between school 

and home.  To provide effective communication, the following will be provided: 

● Website: The school will post resources and updates on the COVID-19 resource 
tab 

● Email: The school will use email to notify and inform parents about time sensitive 
COVID-19 information 

● Text: The school will use text messaging to communicate emergency information 
and/or to notify parents to check their email for a school message 

● Deacon Henry Barajas and Mrs. Sharon Gillespie will be designated to be the 
contact persons responsible for COVID-19 concerns



  

 


